
Isle of Man Poetry Society 
Isle of Man Poetry Trail 2026 Guidelines

The Poetry Trail promotes poetry on the Isle of Man by displaying posters of poems that  
entertain and inspire in shops and other businesses in Douglas City Centre for the public to 
enjoy. The Poetry Trail 2026 will run from 14th February to 14th March.

Guidelines
1.  Entrants do not have to be members of the Isle of Man Poetry Society nor resident on the Isle of 

Man but must be aged 18 or over
2.  Entrants may submit up to three poems, with a maximum of 25 lines per poem (excluding titles), 

on any theme that is suitable for public display
3.  Poems must be entirely the entrant’s own work. Poems may have been published elsewhere.
4.  Poems are judged anonymously by judges appointed by the Isle of Man Poetry Society. Ten 

winning entries are chosen for inclusion in the Poetry Trail. The judging of entries is confidential, 
and no correspondence will be entered into regarding the selection. No changes to poems are 
allowed after submission.

5.  Each winning poet receives a poster of their poem, which will also be included in Manx 
Reflections, the journal of the Isle of Man Poetry Society, and a copy of the booklet that 
accompanies the trail. There is no monetary prize. Any highly commended poets will receive a 
certificate.

6. Winners will be invited to read their poems at a launch event in Douglas
7.  Entrants agree to have their poems displayed and photographs published in the press and 

social media
How to enter:
1. By email to iompsoc@gmail.com Poems should be attached as Word documents with no

identifying information. Use Poetry Trail 2026 as the email subject line. In the body of the email,
include your name, address, telephone number, the poem title(s) and your payment method
(see number 2 below) or….
by posting a completed entry form, with poems, to the Poetry Society Office
 Entry forms can be downloaded from our website or contact the Chairperson for a paper copy
(details below)

2. An entry fee of £4 per poem may be paid by BACS Lloyds Bank Account name Isle of Man
Poetry Society Sort code 30-12-80 Account 54548668 Reference Your Name and PT Fee
or ……
 cheques to be made payable to Isle of Man Poetry Society and posted to Poetry Society 
Office. Write your name and POETRY TRAIL FEE on the back of the cheque
 The Deadline for the receipt of all entries is Monday 1st December 2025
Website: www.isleofmanpoetrysociety.com
Chairperson Email: poetry@manxcat.org.uk / Chairperson Phone 07624 481792 
Poetry Society Office: 10 Derwent Drive, Onchan Isle of Man IM3 2DG




